We investigate the behaviour on approach to the initial singularity in higher-order extensions of general relativity by finding exact cosmological solutions for a wide class of models in which the Lagrangian is allowed to depend nonlinearly upon the three possible linear and quadratic scalars built from the Riemann tensor; R, R ab R ab and R abcd R abcd . We present new anisotropic vacuum solutions analagous to the Kasner solutions of general relativity and extend previous results to a much wider range of fourth order theories of gravity. We discuss the implications of these results for the behaviour of the more general anisotropic Bianchi type VIII and IX cosmologies as the initial singularity is approached . Furthermore, we also consider the existence conditions for some other simple anisotropic Bianchi I vacuum solutions in which the expansion in each direction is of exponential, rather than power-law behaviour and their relevance for cosmic "no-hair" theorems.
Introduction
The literature contains numerous studies on generalisations of the familiar Einstein-Hilbert action of general relativity (GR) to more complicated functions of the curvature and higher-order invariants [1, 2, 3] . Motivation for these studies comes from several sources, including astronomical phenomena which are currently inadequately explained by the standard model of general relativity, such as providing a natural source of inflation in the early universe [4] , or dark energy and the late-time acceleration of the universe's expansion [5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10] , and also attempts to include quantum behaviour in the gravitational theory [11] . A review of one of the most common extensions to general relativity, the so-called f (R) models, in which the Lagrangian is allowed to be a general function of the scalar curvature, may be found in [12] .
It is of particular interest to discover the behaviour of these higher-order theories at high curvatures and it is in this limit when we might expect the influence of quantum corrections to become important. Therefore, where initial singularities are expected to involve infinities in one or more of the curvature invariants of the space-time, we expect that the addition of higher-order terms to the Lagrangian might produce a new dominant behaviour to such singularities. The (past) stability properties of special initial isotropic cosmological singularities were investigated in [13] for higher-order theories where the dominant term in the Lagrangian took the form (R ab R ab ) n . It is well known that contributions to the Lagrangian from terms dependent on the scalar curvature only are conformally equivalent to the presence of a minimally coupled scalar field in general relativity [14] , however, in theories in which the gravitational Lagrangian contains higher-order curvature invariants, a much richer diversity of anisotropic behaviour is possible. For example, specific counterexamples were found in [15] which demonstrate that the "cosmic no-hair theorem" of general relativity may be violated in higher-order theories. Furthermore, anisotropies diverge faster than isotropies at high curvatures and will tend to dominate the cosmological behaviour at early times. Thus, whilst the majority of previous studies of these modified theories of gravity have focussed on the behaviour of isotropic cosmologies, it is the role of anisotropy on approach to the initial singularity which we wish to investigate here.
Some of the most important anisotropic cosmological solutions in general relativity are the vacuum Kasner solutions of Bianchi type I [16] . Since they are characterised by just a single free constant, they are geometrically special, but nevertheless they provide us with a very useful insight into the dynamics of anisotropies, since they give a good description of the evolution of more general anisotropic cosmological models over finite time intervals. The chaotic oscillatory behaviour of the spacetime on approach to the initial singularity exhibited by the Bianchi type VIII and type IX ("Mixmaster") cosmologies can be approximated by a sequence of different Kasner epochs [17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22] . Provided that at least one of the Kasner exponents is negative, inhomogeneities and perturbations from the Bianchi I anisotropies will grow as the singularity is approached and force the solution to switch from one set of Kasner exponents to another. If the solution must always have at least one negative Kasner exponent, as is the situation in general relativity, then these oscillations will continue infinitely as the singularity is approached. However, in some higher-order theories of gravity [23, 24, 25] it may be possible for all of the Kasner indices to take positive values, whence after a sufficient (finite) number or permutations, the indices will reach such a configuration and the oscillatory behaviour will cease. Since all spatial directions will be contracting, the initial singularity will be reached monotonically.
Previously, Kasner-type cosmological models in quadratic gravity and in Lovelock theories of gravity in higher dimensions were investigated by Deruelle [23] . Clifton and Barrow [24, 25] discovered the conditions for the existence of Kasner-like solutions and the exact forms of these solutions for the particular cases where the Lagrangian is an arbitrary power of one of the curvature invariants, R, R ab R ab or R abcd R abcd . One might expect that the dynamics and the asymptotic behaviour of any solution in a more general higher-order theory would be controlled by the highest powers of the curvature in the past, and the lowest powers of the curvature in the future. However, this assumption is not necessarily accurate [26] and we wish to extend the investigation of [24, 25] to include more general Lagrangians.
Thus, in this work, we wish to investigate, within this class of higher-order theories of gravity, the constraints on the Lagrangian for the existence of some simple anisotropic but homogeneous solutions of Bianchi Type I and to find all such solutions. In particular, our main focus will be to consider the possibility of anisotropic Kasner-like solutions in vacuum, and in the presence of a cosmological constant. We will also consider the properties of these solutions with respect to their relation to the behaviour of the more general Bianchi type VIII and IX cosmologies. In addition, we will also discover all solutions in these higher-order theories which are expanding anisotropically but exponentially in each of the three spatial directions.
Field Equations
In this paper we will consider theories of gravitation in which the field equations are derived from an arbitrary analytic function of the three possible linear and quadratic contractions of the Riemann curvature tensor; R, R ab R ab and R abcd R abcd . The relevant action is given by
where f (X, Y, Z) is an arbitrary function of X, Y and Z which are defined X ≡ R, Y ≡ R ab R ab and Z ≡ R abcd R abcd . Spacetime indices run from 0 to 3 and are denoted by roman letters, whilst Greek letters are used to denote purely spatial indices.
Unlike the situation in general relativity, which may be recovered by choosing f = R, the Palatini and metric formalisms are not equivalent for a general choice of f . In what follows, we shall restrict attention to the metric formalism. The field equations obtained by varying the action with respect to the metric are [25] :
where . Whilst the focus of this work is on solutions in vacuum, with T a b = 0, the study can be extended in a simple way to allow the possibility of a non-zero cosmological constant, Λ, by including any such term in the gravitational part of the Lagrangian, f (X, Y, Z). Furthermore, we will also consider the effects of including a perfect fluid for f (R) theories of gravity.
The Kasner Model
In this paper, we consider homogeneous but anisotropic Bianchi I models, and in particular our main focus will be on those spacetimes described by the line element
where the Kasner exponents pα are constants and assumed to be real in order for the metric to be of physical significance. We define the useful quantities
The line element (2) also describes the limiting case in which all three Kasner exponents are equal, p1 = p2 = p3, and corresponds to isotropic, spatially flat Friedmann-Robertson-Walker solutions for which the scalefactor is a power-law in time. These solutions will be included for completeness. It is useful to note that for real-valued choices of pα, J ≥ , with equality if and only if the solution is isotropic. The three relevant curvature scalars with which we will be working take the values
In general relativity, the Kasner exponents for the vacuum solution must satisfy H = J = 1 [16] . One solution of this is the Milne model [27] , which without loss of generality can be described using the choice of axes such that p1 = 1, p2 = p3 = 0. However, this solution is related to Minkowski space by a coordinate transformation; if we introduce new coordinates τ = t cosh x, χ = t sinh x, then the usual form of the flat Minkowski metric is explicitly recovered [25] . The Riemann tensor R abcd vanishes for Minkowski space, and therefore this is a vacuum solution in any higher-order theory of gravity of the form f (X, Y, Z) for which f (0, 0, 0) = 0.
For all other general relativistic Kasner solutions, one Kasner exponent must be negative, whilst the other two are positive. Thus, although the spacetime volume is expanding to the future, one of the spatial directions is contracting. Moreover, as the initial singularity is approached, inhomogeneities and deviations from the Bianchi type I anisotropies in the more general Bianchi type IX solution will grow and cause the Kasner exponents to be permuted to different values, leading to an infinite series of chaotic BKL oscillations between different Kasner epochs [17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22] .
However, this is not true in general for the higher-order theories considered in this paper. In [24, 25] , Clifton and Barrow found some exact solutions, a subset of which permits all the Kasner exponents to take positive values. We will see that this such solutions exist in a much wider class of higher-order theories. In this scenario, it is possible that after a finite number of transitions between different Kasner epochs, the solution will reach a state in which all of the Kasner exponents are positive. Once this occurs, the perturbations from the Bianchi I model would not grow and the chaotic oscillations will cease. Thus, the solution will remain in this epoch and the initial singularity is then approached monotonically.
By considering those classes of theories in which only one curvature scalar -Φ, say -contributes a time scale to the Lagrangian, one can solve for the time coordinate t in terms of the scalar Φ. In this way, time derivatives may be eliminated and the field equations may be re-written in terms of Φ, the Lagrangian f (Φ), and its derivatives with respect to Φ. The resultant differential equation(s) can then be solved to find all possible forms of f . This technique, which was also used by Dunsby et al. in f (R) theories [28] , allows us to find all possible exact Kasner-like vacuum solutions within this general class of Lagrangians, with one exception, which may be dealt with separately. This exception is when quantity which usually determines the time scale becomes independent of time for some special choice of the parameters pα. For example, in general for the metric (2), the scalar curvature, R, is proportional to t −2 , and so in the context of f (R) models one can substitute for the time coordinate t using R, but it is necessary to consider separately those possible solutions with R = 0.
As a consequence, we will find that the subset of metrics for which the curvature scalars are independent of time plays an important role and it is useful to discuss those metrics briefly now. Note from the expressions (3), (4 and (5) , the scalars R, R ab R ab and R abcd R abcd are only constants if and when they are zero. A special case within this class of metrics is flat Minkowski space, which may be respresented by the metric (2) with pα = 0, that is to say g ab = η ab , for which the Riemann tensor, R abcd , is identically zero, and thus X = Y = Z = 0. This is a solution in all theories for which f (0, 0, 0) = 0 and the discussion in subsequent sections will be concentrated on metrics describing curved spacetimes.
By expressing the Kretschmann scalar, Z ≡ R abcd R abcd , as
it can be seen that there are two possible real solutions to Z = 0, given by Minkowski space, pα = 0, and p1 = 1, p2 = p3 = 0 (plus permutations). However, as we have seen, the latter solution is the Milne model, and is related to the former by the coordinate transformation τ = t cosh x, χ = t sinh x. In order to satisfy Y ≡ R abcd R abcd = 0, real solutions must have either H = J = 0 or H = J = 1. The only possibility in the former case is Minkowski space. The latter are the well-known Kasner solutions of general relativity [16] . Thus, Z = 0 implies that Y = 0.
Solutions for which the scalar curvature, X ≡ R, is zero require J = 2H − H 2 and thus Y = 0 implies that X = 0. From this equation for J, one can see that real solutions must satisfy the constraint J ≤ 1. Furthermore, from our definitions, J ≥ for all real-valued choices of the constants pα, and so it is also necessary that 0 ≤ H ≤ 3/2. According to these constraints, we see that the spacetime volume of any solution of this form must expand no faster than t 3/2 , and that the expansion rate in any one direction can be no faster than t. Finally, we note that solutions with X = 0 and H ≤ 1 cannot have all three Kasner exponents positive and, except for Minkowski space and the Milne model, at least one exponent must be negative. This is the situation in general relativity and, except for the two cases above, implies that although the spacetime volume is expanding, space must be contracting in one direction. In contrast, if X = 0 but 1 < H < 3/2, then it is possible for all the Kasner exponents to be distinct and positive. Thus, as we have discussed, these solutions can avoid the infinite series of chaotic oscillations between different Kasner epochs on approach to the initial cosmological singularity seen in the BKL picture. The only solution with X = 0 and H = 3/2 is the isotropic solution with p1 = p2 = p3 = 1/2.
In what follows, we shall consider in turn several commonly-studied classes of higher-order theories of gravity, obtaining the forms of the Lagrangian within these classes for which solutions of the form (2) exist, and the conditions which the Kasner exponents are subject to in each case.
f = f (R)
If the Lagrangian depends on the scalar curvature only, f = f (R), then it is well-known to be conformally equivalent to general relativity with a minimally coupled scalar field [14] . Thus, one does not expect a large range of anisotropic behaviour to be possible in such models; indeed for the case of quadratic corrections to the Einstein-Hilbert Lagrangian it is precisely the presence of the Ricci term, R ab R ab , which permits the existence of the anisotropic Bianchi I solutions found by Barrow and Hervik [15] .
The vacuum field equations are P a b = 0, where, for the Kasner-like metric given by (2), we have
where µ, ν in equation (8) and overdots represent derivatives with respect to the coordinate time, t. Given the form of equation (8), in what follows we shall consider separately the situations where the metric is isotropic and where it is anisotropic, both for vacuum and with the inclusion of a perfect fluid.
Isotropic power-law vacuum solutions
If all the Kasner exponents are equal, the solution is isotropic, with p1 = p2 = p3 =
and there is only one independent field equation:
For a particular theory, that is to say a particular choice of f (R), this equation might appear to provide a constraint on H, the one free constant remaining. However, in general, it is algebraic in H and t and therefore one will not always be able to find constant solutions of this equation for H; in fact such solutions are rare.
For models with Lagrangians of the form f = f (R), it is possible to summarise the full set of possible isotropic power-law vacuum solutions, and the conditions on the function f for these to be valid, using the classification in table 1.
Class
Solution Validity and αn, αm are constants, with αn = 0. These solutions are expanding to the future if n < 1/2 or 1 < n < 2. Table 1 : Isotropic power-law vacuum solutions in f (R) gravity.
The class II solutions were found previously in [24] in the context of models where the Lagrangian is a power of the scalar curvature, f = R n . However, it is important to note that for all such models with n > 1, the solution of class I, which has zero scalar curvature, also solves the vacuum field equations, a fact which was not stressed in [24] . Furthermore, for any model in which the Lagrangian may be written as a power series in R, a non-zero linear term (i.e. an Einstein-Hilbert term) in the series precludes the possibility of isotropic power-law vacuum solutions other than Minkowski space.
Isotropic power-law solutions with a perfect fluid
Let us now consider a universe filled with a comoving perfect fluid, with equation of state p = wρ, and energy density evolving as ρ(t) = ρ0t −H(1+w) , where ρ0 is a constant. The possible isotropic power-law solutions of the field equations for a Lagrangian of the form f = f (R) are similar to those found in the vacuum case and are summarised in table 2.
The solution of class I is analagous to the radiation-dominated Friedmann universe of General Relativity, and also to the class I vacuum solution when an extra Einstein-Hilbert term is added to the Lagrangian.
It is apparent that the vacuum solutions found in the previous section correspond to fluid-filled solutions with an appropriate extra curvature term in the Lagrangian. and αp = 0, αn and αm are constants. For power-law Lagrangians (αm = αn = 0), this solution reduces to a subset of the class II solutions. Table 2 : Isotropic power-law solutions in f (R) gravity with a comoving perfect fluid.
Anisotropic vacuum solutions
We have seen that if the Lagrangian is a function of the scalar curvature only, f = f (R), there is a strong constraint on its form for the existence of exact isotropic power-law solutions. We shall now turn our attention to the situation for anisotropic Kasner-like solutions within these models, the main focus of this paper. In this case, the vacuum field equations can be reduced to
If the arbitrary function f is non-trivial and algebraic in the scalar curvature, R, then the only possible solutions for R of f (R) = 0 must be constants, and therefore any such solution satisfies R = 0 and thus J = 2H − H 2 . Recall that from our definitions, solutions with zero scalar curvature for which the constants pα take real values must satisfy the constraints 0 ≤ H ≤ 3/2 and J ≤ 1. According to these constraints, we see that the spacetime volume of any solution of this form must expand no faster than t 3/2 , and that the expansion rate in any one direction can be no faster than t. Whilst f (0) = 0 is a necessary condition for a f (R) model to contain anisotropic Kasner-like solutions in vacuum, and this also implies that equation (13) is satisfied at R = 0, it is not sufficient, since fR(0) is model-dependent. Thus it is not guaranteed that there will be solutions of equation (11) with constant H in models where fR(0) diverges; in this case, solutions will only exist if the divergent part of the Lagrangian is a power of the scalar curvature. If, however, fR(0) is zero, then equation (11) is satisfied trivially. If fR(0) is a non-zero constant, as is the case in general relativity, defined by f (R) = R, then this gives the extra constraint H = 1, whence J = 1 and the only possible solutions are those of general relativity.
To exemplify the situation, we could consider a Lagrangian which can be expanded as a power series about R = 0. A non-zero linear term -an effective Einstein-Hilbert term -in the series precludes the possibility of anisotropic Kasner-like vacuum solutions other than the general relativistic one, with H = J = 1, whilst a non-zero constant term -an effective cosmological constant -would preclude the possibility of these solutions altogether.
A summary of the conditions that must be satisfied by the model in order for solutions of this kind to exist and classification of the possible solutions is given in table 3.
The first class of solutions contains a subset for which all the Kasner indices may be positive; this is possible if 1 < H < 3/2. We have seen that the existence of such solutions means that the infinite series of chaotic oscillations on approach to the initial singularity in the more general Bianchi type IX Mixmaster universe can be avoided.
The third class of these solutions are relevant for models in which the Lagrangian is an arbitrary power of the scalar curvature, f = αR n , and were found in that context by Clifton and Barrow [24] . However,
Class
Solution constraints Validity
These solutions are possible if f (0) = 0 and fR(0) = 0. The exponents pα are real provided 0 ≤ H ≤ 3/2.
If the model satisfies f (0) = 0, but fR(0) is a non-zero constant, then the extra constraint from equation (11) means that only this subset of the first class of solutions is possible. These are the solutions for the case of general relativity, f (R) = R.
This subset of the first class of solutions is relevant if f (0) = 0, but fR(0) diverges due to a term which is a power of the scalar curvature. Thus, the Lagrangian is required to be of the form f = αR n +f (R), with 0 < n < 1 andf (0) =fR(0) = 0, althougĥ f need not be identically zero. These solutions are complex and of limited physical interest if n < 1/2. Table 3 : Kasner-like vacuum solutions in f (R) gravity.
for n > 1, we have found here that there are additional exact Kasner-like solutions corresponding to R = 0 which do not necessitate that H = 2n − 1 and are subject only to J = 2H − H 2 .
Anisotropic solutions with perfect fluid
It is interesting to also include the possibility of a comoving perfect fluid with a barotropic equation of state, p = wρ. The energy density of the fluid is given by
If the fluid is comoving, the spatial part of the energy-momentum tensor is isotropic and so equation (11) still holds. This can be solved to give fR ∝ t 1−H and the remaining field equations simplify to
The only solutions of these equations with constant non-zero energy density correspond to a cosmological constant, which was considered together with the vacuum case in the previous section. For all other fluidfilled solutions, ρ ∝ t −H(1+w) and R ∝ t −2 , and thus the field equations can only have a solution of this sort if the Lagrangian is a power of the scalar curvature, f (R) = R n , for some n ∈ R\{0}, and R = 0. For f = R 1/2 , the right hand sides of the above equations are identically equal, hence to allow a non-zero energy density, we further require n = 1/2.
For all n = 1/2, these equations have the solution H = 2n − 1, w = (2n − 1) −1 . Since these solutions need R = 0, it is also required that J = (2n − 1)(3 − 2n), but otherwise it is unrestricted.
Examples of solutions for specific choices of f (R)
To summarise the results of the previous sections, in table 4 we consider some of the more commonlystudied choices for the Lagrangian, f (R), and state whether these models contain Minkowski space, isotropic power-law solutions, and exact anisotropic Kasner-like solutions, both in vacuum and in the presence of a comoving perfect fluid, according to the classifications given in the preceeding sections. We include the choices of power-law Lagrangians [24] , and two exact f (R) models which have recently been proposed, by Starobinsky [29] , and by Hu and Sawicky [30] . These models are of particular interest since they provide viable cosmologies and evade the known constraints on the form of f (R) from solar system tests. They are given by
respectively. The parameter n is taken to be positive for both the Starobinsky and the Hu-Sawicky models, in order to ensure their viability with observations.
Power-law Kasner in vacuum with fluid in vacuum with fluid Table 4 : The existence of power-law and Kasner-like solutions in various models of f (R) gravity.
Remarks
Friedmann-Robertson-Walker power-law solutions in f (R) gravity with a perfect fluid were investigated in [28] . There, it was claimed that the only possible form of Lagrangian which admits these solutions and has the correct general relativistic limit is a power-law, f = R n . In fact, there is another class of isotropic power-law solution (type I in our classification) corresponding to a radiation-filled universe, which is possible in any theory for which f (0) = 0 and fR(0) is constant, however comoving perfect fluids with other equations of state are not possible. Furthermore, we have seen here that it is only the R n Lagrangians which allow anisotropic Kasner-like solutions with a perfect fluid. We can see, therefore, that these R n theories of gravity are special in admitting this sort of solution. Some Bianchi type I, III and Kantowski-Sachs solutions in f (R) gravity have also been investigated recently by Farasat Shamir [31] .
Anisotropic singularities of Bianchi Type I were recently studied in the context of more general Lagrangians of the type f (R, φ, χ),
, with particular focus on the anistropic instabilities related to the existence of the hypersurface ∂f ∂R = 0 and solutions being able to cross this surface, leading to questions about the viability of these models. Here, it has been shown that exact anisotropic Kasner-like solutions in f (R) theories must have R = 0 and although they can live on the hypersurface defined by ∂f ∂R = 0, they cannot cross it.
Let us now consider the case where the Lagrangian is a function of the Ricci invariant only. For isotropic cosmologies, the contributions to the field equations from the simplest such term, R ab R ab , are proportional to those from a term quadratic in the scalar curvature, R 2 . However, this is not true more generally, and the Ricci term allows much more diverse anisotropic behaviour [15] .
For this class of theories, the relevant field equations for the metric (2) in vacuum are P a b = 0, where
where as before µ, ν in equation (20) for the anistropic stress are not indices to be summed over, but are used here as labels, taking values from 1 to 3. Otherwise summation convention is used as normal. Recall that fY is used to denote df dY and overdots represent derivatives with respect to the time coordinate t. The Ricci term is given by
It is useful to recall our earlier observation that for real-valued choices of the constants pα, the Ricci term, Y , takes non-negative values, and is zero if and only if H = J = 1 or H = J = 0.
Isotropic power-law solutions
For f = f (Y ), and the special case of an isotropic metric, p1 = p2 = p3 = H/3, so that J = H 2 /3, the equations reduce to:
By an argument analagous to that used before for the f (R) theories, f (Y ) can be zero for all times only if Y is a constant, and therefore zero. Using (21), it is clear that Minkowski space is the only real isotropic power-law solution for which Y = 0. If Y is non-zero, then one can eliminate the time variable t and instead consider this equation as a differential equation in Y . It may then be integrated to find that, in order to admit solutions of this sort, the Lagrangian is required to be of the form of a power of the Ricci invariant, or possibly a sum of two such terms.
We can now summarise the existence conditions for vacuum solutions of this type for theories with Lagrangians of the form f = f (Y ), using the definitions
and n±(m) ≡ 2m−1 2(m−1)
. This is found in table 5. As with the situation for the Lagrangian f = R 2 , we see that the radiation-dominated Friedmann universe of General Relativity is a vacuum solution of the higher-order quadratic theory.
Whilst H+ is unbounded as n → ±∞, H− is bounded and tends to 2 in both these limits. For power-law Lagrangians in the Ricci term, both class IIa and IIb solutions are valid; these were found in [25] and their stability on approach to the initial singularity under small perturbations of the metric was previously studied in [13] .
Anisotropic vacuum solutions
For anisotropic Kasner-like solutions, we again consider separately the cases Y = 0 and Y = 0, so that in the latter scenario, we can replace the time variable t and treat the field equations (19) (20) as differential equations in the Ricci term, Y ≡ R ab R ab . Similarly to the situation for isotropic power-law metrics in these theories, anisotropic solutions of the field equations with Y = 0 can only exist if the Lagrangian for the theory is a power of the Ricci term, with f = αY n .
Class

Solution constraints Validity
There is a family of anisotropic solutions of this sort if f (Y ) = αY 1/2 . The Kasner exponents pα are real provided that 0 ≤ H ≤ 3.
II H = J = 1 These solutions require that f (0) = 0, and also that fY (0) either converges to a constant or diverges slower than Y −1/2 .
These are solutions for Lagrangians of the form f (Y ) = βY n . In order for the Kasner exponents to be real, it is needed that (1 − 2n)(1 − 6n + 4n
3 ) ≥ 0. The conditions for the existence of anisotropic Kasner-like solutions within this class of theories and the constraints that must be satisfied by the Kasner indices may be summarised as in table 6.
The first class of solutions have real Kasner exponents provided 0 ≤ H ≤ 3. The volume of these solutions can thus expand no faster than t 3 , but the individual exponents must lie in the range
, and so the expansion may be faster than the speed of light in a particular direction.
The second class of solutions are the general relativistic solutions, with H = J = 1; we have seen that these are the only anisotropic metrics of Kasner type for which the Ricci term is zero. It is interesting to compare these with the class II anisotropic vacuum solutions found in the previous section for f (R) models, which also have H = J = 1. In that context the solutions require that fR(0) is constant, and thus f ∼ R as R → 0, whilst here f ∼ Y 1/2 (or higher powers) as Y → 0. The third class are the solutions found in [25] , in which theories where the Lagrangian is a power of the Ricci term were previously investigated. The condition that the third class of solutions have real exponents is satisfied if either n1 ≤ n ≤ n2 or 1/2 ≤ n ≤ n3, where n1, n2 and n3 are the roots of (1 − 6n + 4n
3 ) = 0, chosen such that n1 < n2 < n3. These roots have approximate numerical values n1 ≈ −1.30, n2 ≈ 0.17 and n3 ≈ 1.13. These boundaries correspond to isotropic solutions and one can see their relevance for the existence of isotropic solutions in [13] . For n > 0, both H and J must be less than unity, and so for positive n the expansion of the solution cannot accelerate. However, H > 1 for these solutions if n < 0, and in particular for models with n1 ≤ n ≤ 1 2 1 − √ 3 , H will be greater than 3 and so the volume of the spacetime must increase faster than t 3 and undergo an accelerated expansion. Whilst this third class of solutions includes the special case of quadratic gravity defined by n = 1, it is easy to see that the conditions give the second class of solutions, H = J = 1, and there is no additional set of solutions in this case.
Examples for specific
We are now able to summarise the possible vacuum Kasner-like solutions for various choices of Lagrangian of the form f (Y ). In table 7, we consider several more common examples of this type of model and detail whether they allow isotropic power-law or Kasner-like solutions in vacuum, according to the classification systems we have used in the preceeding sections. In this table, use is also made of the definitions given in the previous section; recall that n1, n2 and n3 are the roots of (1 − 6n + 4n 3 ) = 0, chosen such that n1 < n2 < n3, and have approximate numerical values n1 ≈ −1.30, n2 ≈ 0.17 and n3 ≈ 1.13. 
For functions of the Kretschmann scalar, Z ≡ R abcd R abcd , only, the field equations for the metric (2) in vacuum reduce to P a b = 0, where
Once again µ, ν in equation (24) for the anisotropic stress are not indices to be summed, but are used to label the Kasner exponents, taking values from 1 to 3. Otherwise summation convention is used as normal. Recall that fZ denotes df dZ and overdots are used to represent derivatives with respect to the time coordinate t.
Recall also that, by expressing Z explicitly in terms of the Kasner exponents, it can be seen that the only possible real solutions of Z = 0 are Minkowski space and the Milne model, which may be defined by p1 = 1, p2 = p3 = 0 and is related to the Minkowski solution by the coordinate transformation τ = t cosh x, χ = t sinh x. Thus, for all other Kasner-like metrics with Z = 0, it is possible as before to substitute for the time variable t using Z and integrate to find the requirements on the Lagrangian f = f (Z) in order to permit such metrics as solutions of the field equations. Using this method, it is found that in order for Kasner-like solutions to exist in vacuum, the Lagrangian must be a power of the scalar Z, or possibly a sum of two terms if they permit the same values of the Kasner exponents pα. Such power-law Lagrangians were first investigated in [25] .
Anisotropic solutions
For the previous two types of models that were considered, with f = f (R) or f = f (R ab R ab ), there was only one independent equation for the anisotropic stress. In contrast, for models with Lagrangians that are functions of the Kretschmann scalar, f = f (R abcd R abcd ), there are in general two independent equations for the anisotropic stress. This appears to be due to the fact that the Kretschmann scalar cannot be expressed solely in terms of the parameters H and J, unlike the scalar curvature and Ricci scalar. For the cases of interest, where the Lagrangian is specified by f = αZ n , with n = 0, these simplify
Together, these imply that
and so fully anisotropic solutions with no two Kasner indices equal can be possible only if either n = 1 or H = 4n − 1. However, substituting H = 4n − 1 into the remaining independent field equation P 1 1 = 0 leads to the further requirement that Z = 0, for which we have seen that the only real solutions are Minkowski spacetime and the Milne model. The only other possibility for a fully anisotropic solution with pα all real and distinct is in the theory with n = 1, i.e. f = αZ, a particular case of the commonly studied class of quadratic gravity theories, which will be discussed in more generality in the next section. Using the remaining independent field equation, such anisotropic solutions must have H = J = 1. Recall that these were also solutions for the other special cases of quadratic gravity considered in the previous sections; f = αR 2 and f = αY .
Locally rotationally symmetric solutions
Unlike the situation for the previous two classes of model, with f = f (R) or f = f (R ab R ab ), there are, in general, two equations for the anisotropic stress in those models with f = f (R abcd R abcd ). Consequently, in addition to the isotropic and fully anisotropic metrics one must also consider the scenario of locally rotationally symmetric (LRS) solutions which without loss of generality are described by p2 = p3 = (H − p1)/2, H = 3p1.
For these LRS Kasner-like metrics, in the context of power-law Lagrangians, f = αZ n , the field equations may be reduced to the two independent equations;
For all n, these equations are solved by H = p1 = 1, giving p2 = p3 = 0; this is the subset of the anisotropic solutions found in the previous section with H = J = 1 which corresponds to the Milne model. For n = 1 there are no other LRS solutions of this form. For n = 1, the second of these equations is linear in p1; substituting the solution one obtains for p1 into the first equation gives a sixth order polynomial equation for H in terms of n. However, factoring out the root H = 1 leaves the fifth order polynomial:
Consequently, in addition to the Milne solution, there must always be at least one locally rotationally symmetric Kasner-like solution with real values for p1 and H for any real choice of n, other than n = 1. For example, when n = 1/2, there is a solution given by p1 = 1, H = 5, giving p2 = p3 = 2, whilst for n = 7/8 there are three real solutions, one of which is given by p1 = −1/2, H = 1/2, so that p2 = p3 = 1/2. Thus it is dependent upon the choice of n as to whether the signs of the Kasner exponents must all be positive or not. These solutions are new and were not found in [25] .
Isotropic power-law solutions
In order to complete the discussion of this section, we consider the isotropic metrics, with p1 = p2 = p3 = H/3. Except for Minkowski spacetime, which is a solution in any theory for which f (0) = 0, the relevant equation for these metrics in vacuum in the context of a power-law Lagrangian, f = αZ n , is
For n = 1, there is only one solution, with H = 3/2. For n = 1, there are two solutions, given by
,
Finally, we note that if H = 3, equation (31) is quadratic in n and so two values of n correspond to the same value of H and so Lagrangians which are a sum of two powers related by this equation also contain an isotropic power-law solution. Now H = 3 for n = , then there is a solution with H = H∓.
Summary
We have seen that anisotropic Kasner-like solutions in higher-order theories of gravity where the Lagrangian depends only on the Kretschmann scalar, Z ≡ R abcd R abcd , are possible only if the Lagrangian is of the form f (Z) = Z n . Whilst it was claimed in an earlier work by Clifton and Barrow [25] that there are no exact anisotropic solutions of the form (2) in these theories, this is not quite correct. Firstly, for n = 1, the Kasner solutions of general relativity, for which H = J = 1, remain valid. This is to be expected, since the theory with f = αZ is a special case of quadratic gravity and all vacuum solutions of general relativity must also be solutions of the pure quadratic theory [33] . However, for all other values of n, fully anisotropic solutions of this form with the three Kasner exponents all real and distinct are not possible. Nevertheless, for choices of n other than 1, we have seen that solutions which have local rotational symmetry but exhibit an anisotropic third spatial coordinate are possible and the Kasner indices are subject to equations (29) and (30) .
In table 8, these results are summarised to show whether isotropic power-law, locally rotationally symmetric and fully anisotropic Kasner-like solutions are possible for various choices of the Lagrangian f (Z). Use is made of the definitions given in the previous section; n1 ≡ − √ 5 + 3 + 2 √ 5 /4 ≈ −1.24 
Quadratic gravity
The theory of quadratic gravity, in which the Einstein-Hilbert Lagrangian of general relativity is supplemented by quadratic Riemann, Ricci and scalar curvature corrections, is a particularly interesting special case to consider. The Lagrangian is given by
It was shown by Starobinsky [4] that addition of quadratic curvature corrections to the Einstein-Hilbert Lagrangian leads to the emergence of inflation. Furthermore, in contrast to general relativity, fourthorder gravity is renormalisable [11] and thus it is often motivated as a first-order quantum correction to Einstein's theory. A review of the history of the study of these models of gravity may be found in [3] .
Without loss of generality, one may immediately set γ = 0, since the Gauss-Bonnet term, defined by G ≡ R 2 − 4R ab R ab + R abcd R abcd , is a total divergence in four dimensions, so its variational derivative with respect to the metric does not contribute to the field equations. If the Ricci term is not present in the Lagrangian, i.e. β = 0, then the theory is a special of the f (R) theories studied earlier and, moreover, it is conformally equivalent to that of a minimally coupled scalar field in general relativity. Thus, one expects that the presence of the Ricci term in the Lagrangian might permit much more diverse anisotropic behaviour, as was found in [15] . The quadratic theory is scale-invariant iff κΛ = 0 and conformally invariant iff κ = Λ = 0 and 3α + β = 0.
In order to obtain the correct Newtonian limit in the slow-motion weak-field limit, it is necessary that the fourth-order terms contributed by the quadratic parts of the Lagrangian are exponentially vanishing, rather than oscillatory. To ensure that this is the case, the parameters must satisfy β/κ ≤ 0 and (3α + β)/κ ≥ 0, with κ = 0.
Field equations
For the line element given by (2), the vacuum field equations for the theory of quadratic gravity defined by the quadratic Lagrangian in equation (32) are P a b = 0, and the relevant independent quantities are given by
As before, µ, ν in equation (35) for the anisotropic stress are not indices to be summed, but are used there as labels, taking values from 1 to 3. Otherwise summation convention is used as normal and overdots represent derivatives with respect to the coordinate time, t. One can immediately see that the cosmological constant, Λ, must be zero in order for any solutions of this sort to exist.
κ = 0
If the Einstein-Hilbert term is present in the Lagrangian, then the only possible isotropic power-law solution is Minkowski space, which requires Λ = 0. There is one family of anistropic solutions, that of general relativity, given by H = J = 1, provided Λ = 0. In light of the results of the previous sections, this is not unexpected.
In pure quadratic theories, with κ = 0, a non-zero energy-momentum tensor gives rise to a strong gravitational field and consequently spacetime is not asymptotically flat [34] , but we include them for completeness of this discussion.
Any isotropic solutions of the field equations require Λ = 0 and in general there are two such solutions; Minkowski space and the radiation-like solution with H = 3/2. For the special case of Weyl gravity, 3α + β = 0, all power-law isotropic solutions are possible, since in the isotropic case, the contributions to the field equations from the R 2 and the Ricci terms in the Lagrangian are the same up to a constant multiple.
There are several possible families of anisotropic solutions; as we have pointed out they all require the cosmological constant, Λ, to be zero. These solutions and the constraints that must be satisfied are summarised in table 9 Recall that the first class of solutions are vacuum solutions in general relativity and so have vanishing Ricci tensor. As a consequence, they must also be vacuum solutions of the quadratic theory for all values of the parameters α, β and κ. Indeed, we have already seen that they are solutions for the special cases of quadratic Lagrangians within the more general models we have previously investigated. The constraint
Class
Solution constraints
Validity
This is a vacuum solution for all values of α, β and κ.
These are solutions for the Weyl theory of gravity only, that is if 3α + β = 0 = κ.
These are valid with real exponents if κ = 0 and −β/3 < α < −β.
These are valid with real exponents if κ = 0 and −β < α < −β/3. Table 9 : Kasner-like vacuum solutions in pure quadratic gravity.
on the solutions of class II implies that p3 = p1 + p2 − 1 ± 2 (p1 − 1)(p2 − 1), and so all three Kasner exponents may be positive and greater than unity. Classes I-III were previously found by Deruelle [23] .
Gauss-Bonnet theories
In four dimensions, the Gauss-Bonnet term is a topological invariant and its variation does not contribute to the field equations, though it may give rise to interesting cosmological effects in higher dimensions [35] . These terms arise in the low energy effective actions of string theory, however modified Gauss-Bonnet theories have also been proposed as a form of gravitational dark energy capable of successfully describing cosmology at late times [36] . Here, we shall consider the situation where the Lagrangian is a general function of the Gauss-Bonnet invariant, i.e. f = f (G) and also the case f = R +f (G), where the Gauss-Bonnet term is defined by G ≡ R 2 − 4R ab R ab + R abcd R abcd , and takes the form
for the metric given by (2) . The contributionsP a b to the field equations due to a function f (G) in the Lagrangian are given bŷ
where once again, µ, ν in equation (39) are not indices to be summed, but labels taking values from 1 to 3. Otherwise summation convention is used as normal. Here, fG is used to denote df dG and overdots represent derivatives with respect to the time coordinate t.
The anisotropic stress will vanish independently of f both for isotropic solutions, ie p1 = p2 = p3, and solutions in which two of the Kasner exponents are zero, and also in theories in which the Lagrangian is a power of the Gauss-Bonnet term, provided that H is suitably chosen in this case.
f = f (G)
Except for the trivial case of f (G) = G, the only possible real anisotropic solutions have G = 0. Furthermore, for any Kasner solutions to be possible, it is required that f (0) = 0. Provided fG(0) does not diverge, then any solution of G = 0 defines a two-parameter family of exact Kasner-like solutions. If, on the other hand, fG(0) is divergent, then for general such f (G), there is a one-parameter family of solutions where the three Kasner indices are given by p1 = p2 = 0, with the third index free, plus permuations. In the special case f (G) = αG log G, there are additional families of solutions given by p1 = 0, with p2 and p3 free (and permutations), or J = 2p1 2 − 2Hp1 + H 2 .
f = R +f (G)
The only real solutions with G = 0 and R ab = 0 are Minkowski space and the Milne model, corresponding to p1 = 1, p2 = p3 = 0 (plus permutations), which are vacuum solutions wheneverf (0) = 0. Consequently, only these solutions can separately satisfy both the vacuum Einstein equations, G ab = 0, and the vacuum equations due to the purely Gauss-Bonnet terms,P ab = 0. Other solutions must have G = 0 and the Einstein-Hilbert terms must balance the Gauss-Bonnet terms, that is to say they must be of the same order in time. Therefore, the possible real Kasner-like vacuum solutions in these theories may be summarised as in table 10.
Class Solution constraints Validity
log G.
(and permutations)
These are vacuum solutions if f = α √ G. Table 10 : Power-law and Kasner-like vacuum solutions in a modified Gauss-Bonnet gravity.
We can see that although there are several different and interesting types of Kasner-like solutions in these theories, they are only valid for a small set of Lagrangians. This is because only the Minkowski and Milne universes solve both the vacuum Einstein equations, G ab = 0, and the vacuum field equations due to the purely Gauss-Bonnet terms in the action. Thus, terms in the field equations due to the Einstein-Hilbert term must be balanced by those due tof (G) and so these terms must be of the same order in time.
Weyl theories of gravity
We now consider the situation where the Lagrangian is a general function of the Weyl invariant, i.e. f = f (W ), where the Weyl term is defined by W ≡ 1 3
If we assume, without loss of generality, p1 ≥ p2 ≥ p3, then we see that the first and third terms are positive, but the second is negative. However, the middle term must be no greater in absolute magnitude than the third term if p2 < 1 and similarly it must be no greater in magnitude than the first term if p2 ≥ 1. Thus the Weyl tensor is non-negative and is zero only if each term vanishes separately. This requires that either the metric is locally rotationally symmetric with wlog p2 = p3 and p1 = 1, or it is isotropic, p1 = p2 = p3. The vacuum field equations are P a b = 0, with
where once again, µ, ν in equation (39) are not indices to be summed, but labels taking values from 1 to 3. Otherwise summation convention is used as normal, fW is used to denote f
and overdots represent derivatives with respect to the time coordinate t. The equations (42) for the anisotropic stress may be combined to obtain 0 = 4
For fully anisotropic solutions, the Weyl tensor is non-zero, and as before one can treat the field equations as differential equations for f , solving them to find the required form of Lagrangian for the higher-order theory to possess such solutions. It is found that the only possible choice is that of Weyl gravity, f (W ) = αW , and that solutions require p3 = p1 + p2 − 1 ± 2 (p1 − 1)(p2 − 1); this is a special case of the quadratic Lagrangians considered before in section 3.4, corresponding to 3α + β = 0.
For solutions of the vacuum field equations where the Weyl tensor vanishes, it is necessary that f (0) = 0. In fact, if f (0) = 0 and f ′ (W ) does not diverge at W = 0, then all solutions of W = 0 are solutions of the vacuum field equations. However, if f (0) = 0 and f ′ (0) diverges then we must consider both the isotropic and locally rotationally symmetric types of solution in turn as the existence of such solutions will depend upon the manner of this divergence.
These results are summarised in table 11.
Class Solution constraints Validity
These are vacuum solutions for all values of p1 if f (0) = 0 and either f ′ (0) converges or diverges due to terms in f (W ) of the form W n with 1/2 < n < 1. 
This is a vacuum solution in Weyl gravity, f (W ) = αW . 
Homogeneous Lagrangians
Thus far, this study has considered models in which the Lagrangian is a general function of one of the curvature scalars, X ≡ R, Y ≡ R ab R ab , or Z ≡ R abcd R abcd , or of a particular combination of these.
Consequently, in each case there has been only one timescale in the problem, and, by substituting for the time variable using the appropriate curvature invariant, it has proved possible to derive all possible solutions and their existence conditions within these wide classes of models. However, it is useful to also consider more general Lagrangians depending on more than just one variable. We may also conisder Lagrangians which are homogeneous in X 2 , Y and Z, that is to say for all values of λ, f (λX 2 , λY, λZ) = λ n f (X 2 , Y, Z) for some n. X 2 is chosen as the argument here, rather than X, in order that each term in the function will be of the same order in time. Thus, functions of this form will be relevant where the dominant terms at early or late times are more complicated than in those Lagrangians studied previously, such as a monomial in X, Y, Z. We may write
where α is a general differentiable function of θ ≡ , and further define
γ ≡ ∂α ∂φ .
It is important to note that α, β and γ take constant values which are dependent upon the exact form of the Lagrangian f and also the values of θ and φ for a particular solution. For example, in the case of the monomial given by
we have
Inserting the general form (44) for the homogeneous Lagrangian into the vacuum field equations for the metric (2), one obtains the equation
We will consider in turn the solutions of this equation in the remaining field equations.
Isotropic solutions
In the isotropic case, p1 = p2 = p3, there is only one independent field equation, given by
Recall that α, β and γ are constants which will depend upon p1 according to the exact form of the Lagrangian f . Thus, given a choice of f , this equation provides a necessary and sufficient condition for there to be a isotropic power-law solution expanding as t p 1 .
Locally rotationally symmetric solutions
In the case of locally rotationally symmetric (LRS) solutions, there are two independent field equations. Without loss of generality, we set p2 = p3 = p1. LRS solutions with X = 0 are a special case of the fully anisotropic ones of that kind and will satisfy the same existence conditions. Similarly, if p1 + 2p2 = 4n − 1, then there are LRS solutions provided αX 2n = 0 can be solved simultaneously. This requires either the additional constraint α = 0 to be satisfied, or if 1/4 < n < 5/8 then there are real solutions of this form with X = 0. Both these types of LRS solution satisfy the same constraints as in the fully anisotropic case, and so these will be discussed at greater length in the next section.
If we defineX ≡ t 2 X,Ŷ ≡ t 4 Y andẐ ≡ t 4 Z for convenience, then, for X = 0, these may be reduced to
In this way, the field equations give relationships between the theory-dependent constants α, β and γ which must be satisfied if the theory is to contain any other LRS solutions.
Anisotropic solutions
We now consider those solutions of equation (52) which are fully anisotropic with pα all distinct. We have seen that for metrics described by the line element (2), Z = 0 only for Minkowski space and the Milne model. Thus for fully anisotropic solutions, Z will be non-zero. The only real Kasner-like solutions with X = Y = 0 are those of general relativity, which satisfy H = J = 1. Since the leading order terms in the field equations as X, Y → 0 behave like α(2n − 1)X 2n−1 , then if α diverges at X = 0, faster than X 1−2n , there will be no solutions. However, if α is finite at Y = 0, one either requires that n ≥ 1/2 or that α = 0 and n > 0 so that the next leading order terms do not diverge. For solutions with X = 0 but Y = 0, the leading order terms in the field equations as X → 0 behave like α(H − 4n + 1)X 2n−1 , so if α remains finite at X = 0, one either requires that n ≥ 1/2 or that either H = 4n − 1 or α = 0 and n > 0 so that the next leading order terms do not diverge.
If there are configurations of the Kasner exponents such that α = β = γ = 0, then these will be solutions of the theory. Recall that α, β and γ depend on the explicit form of the Lagrangian.
Substituting H = 4n − 1 into the field equations leads to the necessary and sufficient condition αX 2n = 0. For X = 0 with H = 4n − 1, this implies that J = 16n(1 − n) − 3 and requires that 1/4 ≤ n ≤ 5/8 for these solutions to be real. Again, since α depends on the explicit form of the Lagrangian and the values of the Kasner exponents and so α = 0 defines an extra constraint on the solution.
In addition to those solutions which are a special case of the ones with H = 4n − 1 and α = 0, there is another class of solutions if n = 1. This class of solutions exists if
Again, α, β and γ will depend on the values of the Kasner exponents through the curvature scalars X, Y and Z and so these equations will typically give two further constraints on the possible set of solutions. However, if for example, α = α(X 2 /(4Y − Z)), then the second of these equations will be trivial and if α = λ(X 2 − 4Y + Z)/X 2 for some constant λ, then both of these will be trivial.
Finally, there are several additional solutions if βX 2 + γY = 0. This equation is satisfied trivially if the Lagrangian f is independent of Z. Otherwise, it provides a constraint on the solutions. The remaining field equations then show that if n = 1 there are solutions subject to H = 1 and
If n = 1/2, there are solutions subject to
Finally, for general n there are solutions of this sort if
An explicit example
As an explicit example, we shall consider fully anisotropic Kasner-like solutions in the model of Brüning, Coule and Xu [37] , which is described by the Lagrangian
where λ and τ are constants, and was studied there in the context of FRW solutions. Note that the model reduces to general relativity in the limit λ = τ = 0, so in the discussion that follows we will assume that λ and τ are not both zero. In terms of our notation,
Thus we can explicitly observe the dependence of α, β and γ upon the values of the Kasner parameters pα and in particular for this model we note that α diverges for the general relativistic solution, H = J = 1. For anisotropic solutions in this model, with the Kasner exponents pα all distinct, equation (52) reduces to
and so the possible solutions depend on the value of τ . For the special case when τ is zero, the field equations reduce to the single equation
This equation allows a two-parameter family of solutions to be found with real-valued Kasner exponents for all values of λ except those in the range −1 < λ < 0. For the general case with τ non-zero, solutions require H = 1 and
where we have defined ξ ≡ (1 + 3λ + τ )/τ . These solutions therefore are described by the single free paramter p1. Seeking solutions for which the Kasner exponents pα take real values, it is necessary to choose p1 such that
and either
It is possible to find p1 such that the inequalities (62) and (64) may be satisfied simultaneously if ξ < 5/4, whilst the inequalities (62) and (65) may be satisfied simultaneously provided ξ < 4/3. Thus, this bound provides the restriction on the allowable choices of λ and τ such that the general model (59) will contain anisotropic Kasner-like solutions of the form (2). If we compare these findings with those in the previous section, when the general case of a homogeneous Lagrangian was discussed, we see that these correspond to the solutions of equation (56). When τ = 0, the equation βX 2 + γY = 0 is trivial, but for non-zero τ , it provides an additional constraint and reduces the number of free parameters in the solution from two to one. There are no anisotropic solutions corresponding to X = 0, since (except in the limiting case of general relativity) αX diverges there.
Remarks
In this section, we have studied those Lagrangians which are homogeneous in time for the metrics (2), and which may be written in the form (44). We have found the existence conditions for all possible Kasner-like solutions in this class of theories. Although it is impossible to find the exact forms of these solutions without explicitly defining the Lagrangian, and the dependence of the functionals α, β and γ on the Kasner parameters may be complicated, we have developed a general framework which can be used to obtain all possible solutions once the gravitational theory has been defined. This framework was then explicitly demonstrated for the model of Brüning, Coule and Xu [37] .
Since the terms in the field equations must vanish at each order in time, then unless there exists a particular configuration of Kasner exponents such that the Lagrangian f (X, Y, Z) is a constant, it is reasonable to expect that the solutions found in this section will be the only Kasner-like solutions with real Kasner indices that are possible in higher-order metric theories of gravity derived from Lagrangians with the general form f (R, R ab R ab , R abcd R abcd ).
Anisotropically Inflating Solutions
In the preceeding sections, we have studied higher-order theories of gravity in which the Lagrangian is dependent upon the scalar curvature, X ≡ R, the Ricci invariant, Y ≡ R ab R ab , and the Kretschmann scalar, Z ≡ R abcd R abcd , to find the conditions required on the form of the Lagrangian for a particular theory to contain Kasner-like vacuum solutions, where the line element is described by (2) . Within the context of this class of higher-order gravitational theories, it is interesting to also study the possibility of other simple anisotropic exact solutions. A natural yet simple extension is to consider a Bianchi type I solution which describes exponential but anisotropic expansion, where the metric is of an anisotropic deSitter-like form;
and the exponents pα are real. In this section, we shall investigate whether such metrics solve the vacuum field equations of these theories and we include also the possibility of a cosmological constant. Such solutions were found to be possible in theories with quadratic Lagrangians, provided that the Ricci term is present [15] and their existence demonstrates that the cosmic no-hair theorem of general relativity, which states that the presence of a positive cosmological constant drives the solution towards the deSitter one at late times, cannot be extended to higher-order theories in general.
The three curvature scalars X, Y, Z are constants, and take the values
where the useful definitions H ≡ p1 + p2 + p3, J ≡ p1 2 + p2 2 + p3 2 and M ≡ p1 4 + p2 4 + p3 4 have been made. Note that all three curvature scalars X, Y and Z are constant and also positive unless p1 = p2 = p3 = 0, corresponding to Minkowski space. Thus, unlike the situation for the Kasner solutions discussed previously, it is not necessary for example that R = 0 for f (R) to be zero. Furthermore, since the curvature scalars are constant, the field equations simplify substantially [38] , and for the isotropic case they reduce to the single equation 
which must be satisfied by f if the de Sitter universe is to be a solution in a particular higher-order theory of gravity of the form f (X, Y, Z). For all vacuum anisotropic solutions of the form (66), they become f = 8Hp1p2p3fZ , (68)
where, as before, subscripts are used to denote differentiation of f with respect to that curvature scalar, so that, for example, fX ≡ ∂f ∂X
. Any cosmological constant is to be included in the function f . If the Lagrangian is a function of only one of the three curvature invariants, f = f (ξ) say, where ξ ∈ {X, Y, Z}, then the field equations for anisotropic solutions simplify further to
Thus the theory will contain a two-parameter family of exact anisotropic deSitter-like solutions if the Lagrangian, f , has a positive double root, ξ = ξ0 > 0, the simplest example of which being a quadratic Lagrangian, f = α(ξ − ξ0) 2 . It should be noted that for the case where ξ ≡ R, the scalar curvature, choosing the sign of the Lagrangian to give the correct Newtonian limit would give a negative cosmological constant due to the required positivity of R0.
In this way, some degree of fine-tuning is required in the Lagrangian for such solutions to exist. However, more general types of model do not require such fine-tuning for solutions of this sort to exist. In particular, if the Lagrangian is of the form f = f (Y /X 2 ), then equation (69) is identically satisfied and so it is only required that there exist positive roots of f = 0.
Conclusions
We have studied some aniosotropic cosmological Bianchi type I solutions to a wide class of higher-order theories of gravity derived from the three curvature invariants R, R ab R ab and R abcd R abcd . Although general relativity is well-supported by solar system tests, in the high curvature limit, such as on approach to an initial cosmological singularity, we expect quantum effects to become important and to cause deviations from the standard behaviour in general relativity. At high curvatures, anisotropies diverge faster than isotropies and will tend to dominate the cosmological behaviour at early times. Furthermore, it has previously been shown [15] that anisotropies in these higher-order theories may display significantly different behaviour to that found in general relativity. Thus, in this work we have investigated the role of anisotropy on approach to the initial singularity.
In particular, we have found all Kasner-like solutions given by the Bianchi type I line element (2) for several wide classes of higher-order theories of gravity, and also all of the similar Bianchi I solutions which are described by the line element (66). Previously, Kasner-like solutions were known only for quadratic gravity [23] and higher-order Lagrangians which were powers of one of the curvature invariants R, R ab R ab and R abcd R abcd . We have extended this to much more general Lagrangians including those of the form f (R), f (R ab R ab ) and f (R abcd R abcd ), and in the course of this investigation, we have also found additional solutions to the previously-studied power-law Lagrangians which were not found in [24, 25] .
We have further widened this study to include also those Lagrangians which are homogeneous in time for the metrics (2), which may be written in the form (44), using the model of Brüning, Coule and Xu [37] as a particular example. Since the terms in the field equations must vanish at each order in time, then unless there exists a particular configuration of Kasner exponents such that the Lagrangian f (X, Y, Z) is a constant, we expect that the solutions found in section 3.7 will be the only Kasner-like solutions with real Kasner indices that are possible in higher-order metric theories of gravity derived from Lagrangians with the general form f (R, R ab R ab , R abcd R abcd ). Although they are geometrically special, the Kasner-like solutions given by the Bianchi type I line element (2) provide us with a very useful insight into the dynamics of anisotropies, and also they give a good description of the evolution of more general anisotropic cosmological models over finite time intervals. This is of particular interest when considering the behaviour on approach to the initial singularity exhibited by the Bianchi type VIII and type IX ("Mixmaster") cosmologies, which can be approximated by a sequence of different Kasner epochs. We have considered the properties of the solutions found in relation to the behaviour of these more general anisotropic cosmologies and found that in general it is model-dependent as to whether the universe will experience an infinite sequence of oscillations between Kasner regimes as the singularity is approached. A more detailed analysis is required to understand the extent of the validity of these vacuum solutions in the presence of a non-comoving perfect fluid.
The conditions for the existence of de Sitter solutions in higher-order theories of gravity were already known [38] , and some examples of anistropically inflating solutions had previously been discovered for particular theories [15] . However, we have extended this work and explicitly discovered the existence conditions for anistropically inflating solutions of the form (66) in all higher-order metric theories of gravity derived from Lagrangians with the general form f (R, R ab R ab , R abcd R abcd ). For the simpler models in which the Lagrangian depends on just one of the curvature invariants R, R ab R ab , and R abcd R abcd , we found that some degree of fine-tuning is required in the Lagrangian for such solutions to exist, however this is not required in more general theories. These solutions explicitly demonstrate that the cosmic "no-hair" theorem of general relativity does not hold in general in higher-order theories.
